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February 22, 2008
Dear MASNRN Members,


Hopefully you are enjoying a rejuvenating February break and are ready to greet Spring with open arms. The MASNRN Oversight Board has a lot to share with you and in return, we hope you will share your passion for research with us!   
MASNRN Publications: We have another article for you to read while you wait for spring flowers. Congratulations to Joyce Pulcini, Anne Sheetz, and Marie DeSisto. (2008, March, In Press). Establishing a Practice-Based Research Network: Lessons from the Massachusetts Experience. Journal of School Health.

Spring MASNRN Program: Creating Poster Presentations is scheduled for Thursday, April 3rd from 5-7 pm in Cushing Hall Rooms 411-412. Please look for program registration via email. Space is limited, register early! 
NASN Abstracts: Since the last newsletter, more abstracts submitted by the MASNRN Oversight Board and MASNRN Members have been accepted for presentation at the 32nd Annual Conference of the National Association of School Nurses to be held in Albuquerque, NM, in June 2008. They are as follows:
Formulating the Research Question to Transform School Communities: A MASNRN Presentation:  Marie DeSisto, Lynne McIntyre, Joyce Pulcini and MJ O’Brien.
A Feasibility Study on the Use of an Electronic Hand-Held Diary by School-Aged Children with Asthma: A MASNRN Study: Marie DeSisto, Joyce Pulcini, Mary Jane O'Brien, and Lynne McIntyre.
Examining the Practices of the School Nurse Leader/Manager: Wendy Doremus, Marie DeSisto, MaryAnn Gapinski and Paola Gilanz.
Measuring Parent Satisfaction in School Nursing: Mary Read, Anne Sheetz and Kathleen Donaher.
Establishing Benchmarks in School Nursing Practice: Marjorie McEttrick-Maloney, Kathy DeFillippo, Ann Marie Klaver and Marie DeSisto
The Emergency Response Protocol: A Performance Improvement Project (Poster): Mary Read, Anne Farrell and Barbara Mackey 
Update on MASNRN Research Studies: 
High School Compliance with Carrying Auto-injectable Epinephrine: A MASNRN Study
The first phase of this study has been approved by the Boston College IRB and is currently underway. Lead for the study is Jennifer Spina. 
Mental Health Encounter Pilot Study The pilot study is near completion and results will be reviewed before the next steps in this study are developed and funding secured to expand the study. Lead for the study is Mary Ann Gapinski.
Research Topics for Consideration: The Oversight Board is supporting the development of two areas of study by a graduate student and a doctoral student at B.C. Connell School of Nursing:
Stress and coping of fifth grade girls by adapting the mindfulness-based stress reduction (MBSR) program. MBSR trains individuals through meditation, breathing and yoga, to recognize when the stress process begins and to consciously respond rather than react in the usual habitual way and to promote a repertoire of effective coping strategies. The main focus of this study will be yoga and breathing techniques. The children will meet once a week for approximately 45 minutes each week for eight weeks. This study is being conducted by Laura White a doctoral student and MASNRN member who approached the Oversight Board to assist her in locating schools to participate. If you are interested in learning more about participating in this study, please contact Laura at Whitlau@bc.edu 
Traumatic brain injury/second impact syndrome in school aged children and the role 
of the school nurse. This topic is still under development, more information to follow in the spring  MASNRN newsletter. 


Oversight Board Request! We continue to seek potential funding sources, either grants or local/state foundations or organizations for the following: (a) infrastructure support, (b) mental health study, and (c) asthma studies.  If you know of any organization or individual who might assist MASNRN, would you please let us know? We would truly appreciate your assistance as we move forward in this important work.
Please visit the MASNRN website at www.masnrn.org regularly. This is where you can find resources and contact information of Board members. Please encourage your nursing peers to join this invaluable network – we are making school nursing research work in Massachusetts!
On behalf for the MASNRN Oversight Board Members, thank you for being a valued member and advancing school nursing research in Massachusetts.
Margie McEttrick-Maloney, BSN, MPA/H, NCSN 

Newsletter Editor 
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